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' OFFICE COMMISSIONER OF SE AND STATE "Baxps, l 


Larre Rock, ARK., December 1, 1870, ` 


To His Excellency POWELL Chariton, Governor of the ‘State of | 


Arkansas: 


SIR: I have the honor to report that from the establishment ` 


of this office, July 15, 1868, the following i is an outline of the: 
business transacted in the land department, ending Séptetiber 
30, 1870: 


No. aeres swamp lands: sold, - - - - EE 
4." «internal improvement lands sold, - o2 ^ 4485 
E . saline lands sold, - e €» Be. 4 2 159 
nu 747 seminary lands sold, > - - + -. 1,440 

Funds received in payment therefor: » MEM 

Swampland'serip ^ - - - -. - - $8,878 98 

Auditor's swamp land warrants, -  -. + 24,459 80 

State Treasurer's certificates, | -- > - - -. 8,474 67 

U.S.eurreney, - ; - - - .- - 2863 64 

Reclamation certificates, e —- 4,968 61 

Levee bonds, (new issue), -° - - ->  - 2,000 00 

Holding certificates, e, ameg e Satna c 90 

Note; 207 <, -.-: o ca 7. 1800 00 


Of the swamp ad óverflowed lands there rémai about 
1,100,000 acres unsold, 377,950 acres of which were disposed of 
after May 5, 1861, and prior to the re-establishment of the 
State Government. These lands are classed as “unsold,” as the 
Constitutions of 1864. and 1868, in effect, declare the sales. 
legal: l 

In addition to the sales above mentioned 257, 211 acres of 
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swamp uid overflowed land has been patented to the Missis- 
sippi, Ouachita:and Red River Railroad Company, in compli- | 
ance with act of the Legislature, approved January 16th, 1861. 
. Some of the lists of selected swamp lands. have been lost or 
destroyed, sothat it is impossible to ascertain from the records of 
. the office thenumber of acres still unconfirmed to the State. Iam 
informed, however, by Hon. Joseph S. Wilson, Commissioner of 
the General Land Office at Washington, that lists of selected 
lands are on file in his office, and I have his assurance that one 
clerk shall be constantly employed to work upon the Arkansas 
lands —— S 

Within the past year there hos been confirmed to the State S 
in the 


Batesville District, Tox" 210 bere: 
Clarksville : v D. 
Washington. . “ - 5 ZZ LE 1 o 4 o 


Lists of the same are being prepared for publication, and the 
lands will soon be brought into market. "mE d 

The slow, laborious work of investigating titles fos appli- 
cants, in person, and answering letters relative thereto, has | 
prevented me from comparing the records and settling the 
numerous errors and conflicts which abound. In the Bates- 
ville District alone there appears upwards of thirteen hundred. 
errors. s 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Y would respectfully recommend that action be taken so that 
parties holding or claiming lands by virtue of any assumed. 
purchase from the State after May 5, 1861, and prior to the 
closing of the land offices in 1862, be allowed: a valid certifi- 
cate of purchase and patent upon satisfactory proof being made 
that the consideration to the State was labor performed . for 
‘the reclamation of swamp lands, and that i in all other cases, 
said claimants have a pre-emption right for the space of one. ` 
year, at the expiration of which time all this class of lands, 
upon which valid cer tificates have not been issued, shall be 
sold as other swamp lands, 
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Inasmuch as the present law provides that lands forfeited. to 
the. State 1 for the non-payment of taxes shall be, ‘sold, by this 
office, ‘Cag other State lands", there being several. classes, of t 
State Jands, it seems necessary that some more. definite law 
should be passed providing for their disposal: ee 

I would also recommend: that on account. of the numerous 
errors and conflicts in the ‘records, authority be given for mak- 
ing a an abstract of the books of this office. 
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"IMMIGRATION. 


The n — BH for this office bass AN Nn suffi- 
cient to defray the expenses of the land Geen Ge con- 
duct the correspondence of the office. fog 

- In compliance with: the law a pamphlet has inen fond from 
this office, setting forth the advantages. and natural. resources. 
of. the State. Ten thousand copies of.which were printed in 
English, and have been distributed. throughout: the United 
States and Great Britain. Five thousand, in German, have 
been circulated in.the United States and. Germany. . .In addi- 
Don to this, from time to time, letters have been prepared, the 
| publication of which has been secured through the columns of 
the leading journals of the older States. 

‘From answers received. to communications - addressed to 
reliable men in each -county of the State, it 1s estimated that 
during 1869.and the spring of 1870, the immigration to the ' 
State amounted to upwards of 35,000 souls; one county in the 
western part of the State reporting 1,900. 

Actual investigation shows that each immigrant brings to . 
this country for every man, woman and child $100; their pro- 
ductive capacity to the State is at least $100 more; proving 
that this State, under great disadvantages, has added to 
its wealth, by immigration, , during t the time mentioned, a value 
of $7,000,000. 

The average number of immigrants per annum, from Europe 
to the United States, is about.800,000; the most of whom come 
to the port of New York, A board of commissioners has 
recently been established at New Orleans, on the basis of the 
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Castle Garden Immigration Commission. -The cost of trané- 
portation from Europe to New York and to New Orleans i is 
thésame, and it needs no argument to prove that immigration to. 
the United States, through the port of New Orleans, would ‘ber 
vastly advantagedus to this State and the southwest. "The 
northwestern States: have agents in the principal seaboard 
cities and in Europe;{they have also this advantage, large. 
numbers of foreign immigrants have found homes in those . 
States, who of their own force continually add to themselves. 
It is evident that we cannot divert this tide of immigration to 
Arkansas and compete with these States without corresponding 
labor and expenditure. — .- y * ee 2 
I therefore respectfully recommend ut an agent te sént to. 
Germany, whose.duty it shall be to distribute: pamphlets and 
papers, setting forth the advantages of this Staté, and other- 
wise disseminate knowledge in relation to. Arkansas, and assist 
immigrants in finding among us a home; also, an agent tobe _ 
located in New York city and in New Orleans.. se io p 
Respectfully, JAMES M.. ‘LEWIS, . 
Commissioner of Immigration and State Lands. - : 
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